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On the Cover 
When students arrive on campus as freshmen, they are invited 
to ring the chapel bell during orientation, marking the beginning 
of their journey at Fontbonne University. When they graduate, 
they have the same opportunity, bookending their college 
experience with this poignant and joyous tradition. On our 
cover, Courtney Rosemann, a dietetics major chosen as this 
year’s commencement speaker, rings the chapel bell to mark 
her May 2019 commencement. View photos from our 2019 
commencement ceremony on page 7.
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President’s Message
THE SOURCE OF EMPOWERMENT
How often we are reminded to “thank 
a teacher.” We’ve seen this phrase printed 
on bumper stickers. We take it for granted. 
It has become a trite expression that 
sometimes gets twisted for political or 
satirical purposes. Yet its sentiment rings 
true, and the powerful effects of teaching 
can be seen thematically woven throughout 
this issue of Fontbonne Magazine.  
Teaching is service. Teaching opens the mind 
to new ideas and languages. Teaching has the 
power to help restore speech in those who 
have experienced traumatic brain injuries  
(p. 6). Teaching shapes the search for truth 
and beauty in our lives. Fontbonne’s history 
of teaching and service is as strong today as it 
was at our founding.  
In this issue, we read a beautiful tribute to one 
of my predecessor presidents, Sister Roberta 
Schmidt, CSJ (p. 3). She began her career at 
Fontbonne University as a teacher. When she 
left Fontbonne, she continued to serve the 
Catholic Church in its educational mission.  
Each year at Fontbonne’s commencement 
ceremony, I ask the members of our faculty 
to stand and be recognized by the graduates. 
This is a symbolic moment for our degree-
earners, marking the transition from learner 
to teacher. I know that these newly-minted 
graduates will take this call seriously.  
This fall, we will expand our physical ability 
to teach with the opening of Fontbonne 
West in Manchester, Missouri (p. 6). 
Initially the teaching that will occur there 
will include graduate, continuing and 
professional education, but eventually, 
Fontbonne West will become a place where 
athletes learn on fields of play.    
Not all learning takes place in a classroom. 
Experiences shape our lives and help us turn 
theory into practice. Sometimes we learn 
through the examples set by others. We 
learn from Karen and Mike Gedera through 
their example of generosity to the university 
(p. 4). And what exactly will their generous 
contribution enable Fontbonne to do? It will 
allow us to teach so that others may learn … 
and the cycle will continue.  
During this time of strategic growth and 
investment in our future, we remain 
grounded in our calling to serve and teach, 
empowering our students to carry on our 
mission and leaving the world a better place 
because we were here.  
Dr. J. Michael Pressimone 
President
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Fontbonne University remembers Sister 
Roberta J. Schmidt, CSJ, who passed away 
on Jan. 2, 2019, at the age of 90. 
Originally from Kansas City, Missouri, 
Schmidt entered the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet in 1949. She received a bachelor’s 
degree in philosophy from the College of  
St. Teresa (now Avila University) in 1949,  
a master’s in sociology from Saint Louis 
University in 1958 and a doctorate in 
sociology from Saint Louis University in 1964.
Schmidt spent the first two decades of 
her ministry in education as a teacher and 
administrator throughout the Archdiocese of 
St. Louis. In 1962, Schmidt was hired to teach 
sociology at Fontbonne. She taught for four 
years before serving as university president 
from 1966 – 1972. When asked in an interview 
what she most wanted to be remembered 
for as president, Schmidt said her plans 
included “maintaining a Catholic identity at 
Fontbonne, attracting and keeping quality 
faculty, supporting a Catholic philosophy of 
education and building on existing strength.” 
Following her time at Fontbonne, Schmidt 
continued working in education at a variety 
of schools across the country. In 1996, 
she moved back to St. Louis and served as 
the provincial councilor for the St. Joseph 
Provincialate. She retired in 2008 to Venice, 
Florida, later moving back to St. Louis in 2017. 
In addition to her commitment to 
education, Schmidt was a proud advocate for 
underserved communities. She was one of 
the first six religious women who responded 
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s call to join 
the civil rights movement. On March 10, 
1965, she, along with other Catholic priests 
and nuns from all denominations, joined 
hundreds of others marching from Brown 
Chapel in Selma, Alabama, to the courthouse 
in Montgomery, Alabama, protesting racial 
injustice and supporting voter rights. 
“Sister Roberta was full of integrity,” said 
Sister Mary Jacobs, fellow CSJ and close 
friend of Schmidt’s. “Her marching in Selma 
set a new precedent for religious women. 
She showed the world that we could get out 
of the classroom and do important work to 
support the marginalized communities.” 
“She was a wonderful leader,” Jacobs 
said. “She was never afraid to have tough 
conversations or make difficult decisions. 
She always knew the right thing to do, no 
matter how hard it would be.” 
Jacobs fondly recalled many admirable 
qualities about Schmidt, but it was 
Schmidt’s dedication to advocating for 
others that stands out. “The two things she 
cared about most were Catholic education 
and seeing social change,” Jacobs said. 
“She accomplished so much in her years of 
ministry, and her impact will continue on for 
years to come.”
R E M E M B E R I N G  P A S T  P R E S I D E N T 
Sister Roberta Schmidt 
By Catie Dandridge
Do you remember Sister Roberta Schmidt? Send us your memories at magazine@fontbonne.edu.
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A $1 million estate gift pledged by Karen 
DeGuire Gedera ’65 and her husband, 
Michael Gedera, will contribute to the long-
term sustainability of Fontbonne University. 
The Gederas, who have also given a 
substantial pledge commitment to  
be paid over the next five years, have long 
been ardent supporters of the university.  
“We believe fervently in the importance 
of education to help build strong 
communities,” Gedera said. “Fontbonne 
University has a proven success record 
of delivering on its mission to provide 
transformative education that inspires 
students to become global citizens who 
think critically, act ethically and serve 
responsibly. I can’t think of a better 
investment than that.” 
Gedera, who graduated from Fontbonne 
with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics, 
went on to have an extensive career at 
McDonnell Douglas (now Boeing) and as 
principal at her own consulting firm. She 
became more heavily involved with her 
alma mater around her 40th anniversary 
class reunion, when she became an original 
member of the Fontbonne Community 
Connection, a women’s giving circle, 
remaining active to this day. She is also 
currently donating her expertise and 
leadership as the volunteer project 
manager for Fontbonne University West 
construction. And as Fontbonne Promise 
Partners, the Gederas provide scholarship 
support for deserving college-ready students 
who lack the financial means. 
“Although Fontbonne is nearing its 100-year 
anniversary, it relied for many of those years 
on the amazing dedication of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Carondelet,” Gedera said. 
“But its size and commitment to providing 
education to many who need financial 
help has left it with a relatively modest 
endowment. We believe it is now time for 
those of us who have benefited so greatly 
from the sisters to step up and ensure the 
continuance of their work.” 
The Gederas’ gifts come on the heels of 
two major donations by trustees Brian 
Abel Ragen and Dennis Gipson. They, 
like the Gederas, understand the impact 
Fontbonne’s legacy has made on many 
thousands of students and alumni, who, 
because of their education, become ethical, 
productive professionals and contributing 
members of their communities. To continue 
such mission-driven education for another 
100 years, Fontbonne relies on alumni and 
friends for support, helping to maintain the 
university as a place of opportunity for all. 
“Karen is Fontbonne’s number one 
cheerleader,” said Kitty Nangle Lohrum, 
vice president for advancement. “She cares 
deeply for Fontbonne and gives generously 
with her time, talent and treasure. We are 
extremely grateful for Karen and Mike and 
their tireless support of the university.” 
To contribute to the future growth of 
Fontbonne University and to help its 
students soar higher, please contact Kitty 
Nangle Lohrum at klohrum@fontbonne.edu 
or 314-889-4701.  
We believe strongly 
in the importance 
of education to 
help build strong 
communities.
“
“
Karen and Michael Gedera 
Leave a Legacy
By  Eli zab eth  Hi s e B ren n a n
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in the NEWS
The Fontbonne University men’s volleyball team secured its first Midwest 
Collegiate Volleyball League Tournament title, earning its way to the NCAA 
Tournament after a win over No. 1 Carthage College. The team defied 
expectations throughout the season, becoming nationally ranked with a 25-2 
regular season record. The Griffins eventually ended their run in the Elite 
Eight against UC Santa Cruz. 
Fontbonne pitcher Luke Summers, a junior, 
became the all-time leader at Fontbonne 
in wins (18) and strikeouts during the 2019 
baseball season.   
Kyler van Rossum-O’Connell, a junior on 
the men’s volleyball team, became the first 
setter in the program’s history to reach 
2,000 assists.   
The Fontbonne track and field team set at least 
one school record in each meet during their spring 
2019 season. In total, individuals and relay teams 
combined for 12 school records this year alone.  
NEW TEAMS TO 
COMPETE STARTING 
FALL 2019 
This spring, Fontbonne University 
announced head coaches for two new sports, 
both set to begin competition in fall 2019.   
Brandon Clark (above) was named head 
coach for the school’s new Esports program. 
Growing quickly in popularity and reach, 
Esports competitions feature two teams, 
each with a unique design and play style, 
that battle head-to-head across battlefields 
and game modes. Fontbonne will begin its 
gaming season playing League of Legends, 
 a fast-paced, competitive online game.   
Amond Prater (above) was named the 
university’s inaugural head men’s and 
women’s wrestling coach. Formerly the 
strength and conditioning coach for the 
men’s volleyball team, Prater wrestled during 
his undergraduate years for Mizzou, an NCAA 
Division I school, where he was a three-year 
letter winner in the sport.  
“It’s exciting because I feel Fontbonne is 
a hidden gem, especially in the wrestling 
community, and this is a chance to give 
more high school students an opportunity to 
wrestle in college,” said Prater.  
Both Esports and wrestling teams continue 
to recruit for the fall. For more information, visit fontbonnegriffins.com. 
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in the NEWS
Amid a transformation from high school to college, 
the Fontbonne University West Campus is on 
track to offer graduate-level classes in the fall of 
2019, including computer science and supply chain 
management, as well as Fontbonne’s Ed.D. program. 
The first phase of the renovation project includes 
a wing of administrative and academic offices, 
study areas and classrooms. Crews are currently 
completing drywall, painting, plumbing, electrical 
and mechanical projects, and furniture has been 
selected and is on order. Friends and alumni of 
the university will have opportunities to tour the 
new space this fall, and outside organizations and 
businesses will have opportunities to rent it for 
trainings and other needs.   
Lauren Murphy, a 2010 alumna and traumatic 
brain injury survivor, gave the address at 
Fontbonne University’s 2019 commencement 
ceremony, held May 6 at Chaifetz Arena.  
The university conferred 435 undergraduate  
and graduate degrees this spring.  
Murphy, pictured with her mother at 
right, graduated with a degree in fashion 
merchandising. She suffered life-threatening 
injuries in a 2013 accident and has since worked 
tirelessly toward healing and recovery. She 
continues her therapy in Fontbonne’s Eardley 
Family Clinic for Speech, Language and 
Hearing and delivers her message of hope as an 
inspirational speaker.   
Watch Lauren Murphy ’10 give the 2019 
commencement address: 
This Fall, Classes Begin 
at Fontbonne West
ALUMNA DELIVERS 
MESSAGE OF 
PERSEVERANCE AT 
COMMENCEMENT 
F O N T B O N N E . E D U / C O M M E N C E M E N T 1 9
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in the NEWS
COMMENCEMENT 2019
CONGRATULATIONS, GRADUATES!
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Unlocking the World
By Stephanie Zeilenga
Education is powerful. The teachers we have as young 
children can wield a heavy influence on our relationship 
with learning for the rest of our lives. Vanessa Curiel’s life 
was transformed because of her English Language Learning 
(ELL) teachers who eased her transition from Mexico to the 
United States and helped her grasp the English language. 
Now, Curiel, a 2019 graduate of Fontbonne University’s 
education program, hopes to pay the transformative 
experience forward to her own students. 
Curiel was born in Wisconsin. Her family didn’t speak 
English, so she grew up speaking Spanish at home, picking 
up bits of English from the street and on TV. Lacking an ELL 
program, her kindergarten class placed Vanessa in special 
education. “School was a struggle for me and my siblings 
at first,” Curiel said. “Since I couldn’t keep up, when my 
classmates got naptime, I had to finish my schoolwork.” 
In first grade, after her family had returned to Mexico and 
moved again, this time to St. Louis, Curiel finally landed 
in a school with ELL support. ELL teachers worked with 
her to improve her English, grammar and spelling. “Things 
started clicking, and I started succeeding; I was able to 
unlock my potential with the help of my ELL teachers,” 
said Curiel, adding that the teachers would bring her Oreos 
on test study days and clear up anything that was lost in 
translation. “My brother didn’t get ELL until he was a little 
older,” she said. “He always struggled in school and never 
learned to love it.” 
Like Curiel’s brother, many students in the U.S. don’t have 
access to the ELL instruction they need to succeed in school. 
According to a 2016 report from the U.S. Department of 
Education, at least 32 states have a shortage of teachers to 
work with English learners. “Students with English as a 
second language learn our social language immediately, but 
it takes them awhile to be able to think in that academic 
language — that’s where the support of ELL teachers 
comes in,” said Alexandra Gwydir, director of Fontbonne’s 
Paraprofessional Pathways to Teaching program for special 
education teachers. “Many of these students’ parents do not 
speak English, so ELL teachers also translate report cards 
and help them navigate the school system.”  
The shortage of ELL teachers combined with the important 
role they played in her own education inspired Curiel to 
change her career focus from special education to ELL. 
“At many schools, there is perhaps one ELL teacher for the 
entire school, or one teacher for a few different schools,” 
Curiel said. “We have a diverse community and a need for 
those people in the field. I want to be like the teachers who 
helped kids like me.”  
Beyond helping students learn English, ELL teachers can 
also help students retain ties to their culture and advocate 
for cultural representation in the classroom. “With 
students learning English as a second language, teachers 
need to understand where they’re coming from through 
their culture, customs and ethnicity because they will bring 
that to the classroom,” said Gwydir. “Having that cultural 
background enables teachers to reach students more 
effectively. When students feel their identity is respected 
and embraced, they feel supported at school and are more 
likely to succeed.” Curiel credits Gwydir with opening her 
eyes to the need for ELL teachers and encouraging her to 
follow that path.  
Curiel, the first in her family to attend college, chose 
Fontbonne for its small size and family feel. This May, she 
completed her student teaching at Mason Ridge Elementary 
School in St. Louis where she taught fourth grade. She plans 
to complete a few years of teaching before pursuing her 
master’s in ELL.  
“Once I felt I had someone on my team helping me learn 
English, it opened up the world for me,” she said. “Being 
able to form relationships with those teachers and trust 
them meant a lot. It’s constant hard work when you’re 
trying to learn English and keep up with school.”  
Learn more about Curiel’s journey in a video detailing  
her Fontbonne story:
F O N T B O N N E . E D U / P O S S I B L E
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Clockwise from top left: Selena Saulsbery, Josie Arens, 
Kayley Cunningham, Mari Torres and J’von Halbert.
11 fontbonne.edu   |   FONTBONNE MAGAZINE
THINK.
ACT.
SERV E.
Fontbonne University empowers students to go out into 
the world, ready to serve and lead. In five short profiles, 
we examine the diverse trajectories of outstanding students 
who, as they prepare to embrace the future, embody the 
long-held mission and ideals of Fontbonne.
S T U D E N T S  TA K E  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y ’ S  M I S S I O N  T O  H E A R T.
By C at ie  Da n d r i d ge a n d Eli zab eth Hi s e B ren n a n 
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THE CA R EGI V ER
Josie Arens is a Fontbonne University 
sophomore with a big heart and a passion 
for making a difference. The Union, 
Missouri, native discovered her love of 
helping others during a research project in 
high school.  
“I chose to research the homeless population 
in our rural area,” she said. “I worked in 
a food pantry, but I saw no evidence of 
homeless people in my town, and it made me 
wonder what people may need.”  
Her research grew beyond just a school 
project; she developed a community-based 
program called “The Road Home.” 
“I worked with other organizations and 
created a support network for those in 
need,” she explained. “We did fundraising, 
provided meals, made blankets and 
raised a lot of awareness. It was a great 
experience, and I loved being able to get 
creative with it.” 
Arens is learning even more about helping 
others as a social work student. “I want 
to support a wide variety of people 
in creative ways,” she said. “I’m even 
studying expressive arts, and it’s really 
inspiring me to use specialized skills to 
support others on an individual basis.” 
Arens credits Fontbonne’s thoughtful 
and caring atmosphere with empowering 
her to reach her goals. “Fontbonne has a 
focus on intentionality that really shows 
students how to care for others,” she said. 
“We are treated as individuals — not just 
students — and that shows us how we 
should recognize others’ specific needs 
and help them in specialized ways.” 
Arens has big plans for the future. Her 
next goal is to help children using creative 
methods. “I want to provide kids with 
a safe space for healing through music, 
art, sports or nature — whatever speaks 
to them,” she said. “Fontbonne has 
shown me how to truly care for others as 
individuals and help them to succeed in 
the ways that are right for them.” 
THE DIETITI A N 
When Selena Saulsbery decided to go back 
to school, her goal was clear — to make  
a difference.  
For the past 14 years, she has put her 
bachelor’s degree in psychology to 
good use working for St. Louis Arc, an 
agency that provides support services to 
adults and children with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities throughout the 
St. Louis area. 
“I’m a residential direct support 
professional in a group home setting,” she 
explained. “I work closely with six women 
and help them with day-to-day living and 
gaining independence skills.”
During her work with Arc, Saulsbery 
observed a correlation with food and 
wellbeing. “I was seeing people struggle to 
make healthy food choices and its effect 
on their overall health,” she said. “I began 
to pay closer attention to the relationship 
between certain foods and diseases. Now I 
love to help people explore new foods. It’s 
really exciting to be a part of that process.” 
Her work inspired her to return to school 
to earn a second bachelor’s degree in 
dietetics, this time at Fontbonne. “There is 
an open-door atmosphere in the dietetics 
department,” she explained. “The faculty 
in that department want to see everyone 
succeed, and they will work just as hard as 
the students to be sure that happens.” 
Saulsbery says that her natural love 
of helping others paired with the 
encouragement she received at Fontbonne 
will empower her to continue making a 
difference. “I’m intrinsically motivated 
to help people,” she said. “I love to see 
people accomplish their goals, and the 
support I received at Fontbonne has 
encouraged me to keep doing what I love 
and being myself. And I’ve definitely 
learned that challenging work can be the 
most rewarding.” 
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THE A DVOCATE 
Kayley Cunningham wasn’t always sure 
that Fontbonne was the right fit for her. 
“I tend to take my time adjusting to a 
new environment,” she said. “I’m a first-
generation college student, and I really 
didn’t know what to expect when I started 
my classes.”  
Cunningham quickly felt at home due 
to Fontbonne’s caring community. “I 
got in touch early on with Amy Simons 
through the 1G Collective program, 
and she has been an amazing mentor,” 
she said about Fontbonne’s director of 
student success and engagement, who 
heads up the 1G Collective, a program for 
first generation college students. “Once 
I warmed up and started meeting people, 
my entire experience shifted. I used the 1G 
experience as a jump start and got super 
involved on campus.” 
Now a junior studying general studies 
with a health emphasis, her dream is to do 
advocacy work with a health organization. 
Cunningham is working hard to make that 
dream a reality. Dr. Libby Rayhel, professor 
of biology at Fontbonne, encouraged 
her to apply for a volunteer position 
with One Heart Source, a humanitarian 
organization. Her application was 
accepted, and this summer, she’ll live in 
Cape Town, South Africa, educating youth 
about the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  
“Dr. Rayhel recognized my strengths and 
interests and encouraged me to apply 
for the summer position,” she said. “I’ve 
received so much support at Fontbonne, 
and sometimes it was as simple as being 
encouraged to be myself. Learning how to 
do that and allowing myself to open up to 
others has given me so much opportunity. 
I want to do for others what Amy and Dr. 
Rayhel have done for me.” 
As she looks to the future, Cunningham 
plans to build upon what she has 
experienced at Fontbonne in order to 
make a difference in the world. “I’ve 
learned that I am able to lead others,” 
she said. “I hope to use what I’ve learned 
both inside and outside the classroom to 
continue advocating for others throughout 
my career.”
THE CR E ATI V E 
J’von Halbert has wanted to be a teacher 
since the third grade.  
“I fell in love with the idea of teaching,” 
he said. “I want to give people the tools 
they need to succeed, from curriculum to 
lessons about life.” 
It wasn’t until 6th grade that he fell in love 
with writing and English. His teachers at 
Ritenour High School in St. Louis County 
helped push him to explore his interests, 
and with the help of his creative writing 
teacher, he started a creative writing club.  
Halbert has now completed his first 
year at Fontbonne, majoring in English 
for secondary certification. Even as a 
freshman, he has performed in multiple 
Fontbonne theatre productions and 
brought his love of writing to the 
university setting. As founder and 
president of a newly formed creative 
writing club, he helps bring together 
students with a variety of majors and a 
shared love of the written word.  
“I wanted to bring something that I 
loved doing here to Fontbonne,” he 
explained. “I didn’t think it would mean 
as much as it does or that I would get the 
recognition for it that I did. I just wanted 
to write poetry and to help people see and 
understand what poetry does.” 
Each week, the creative writing club 
gathers, and Halbert walks them through 
different poetry techniques. Together, 
the students explore different forms of 
written creative expression, supporting 
one another in their efforts. At the end 
of the 2018-19 academic year, the group 
published their first literary magazine.  
“I try to look at things I think are important, 
things that might spark inspiration and 
benefit students — help them speak up,” 
Halbert said. “I want to continue to try to 
make a difference with the club and make it 
a bigger presence on campus.” 
THE COMMUNICATOR 
Mari Torres cares deeply for the dear 
neighbor. As a freshman, she felt unsure 
of her direction in life, but even then, she 
began speaking out and up for others. And 
she watched while others spoke up for her, 
leading by example. 
Her first year at Fontbonne, Torres was 
a mentee in an inaugural program called 
Griffins Achieving Progress, or GAP, which 
pairs younger underrepresented students 
with peer mentors, helping them navigate 
college life. Around the same time, she 
helped to organize Fontbonne’s Latino 
Hispanic Union, an organization that 
brings together students of Latin and 
Hispanic descent, alongside their friends, 
in a celebration of culture and heritage.  
Her role with both groups led to a variety 
of conversations about diversity and 
inclusion on campus; she brought those 
conversations to light through a public 
blog post encouraging conversation 
and discussion among students. “Some 
students disagreed with my points, but 
that was the intent of writing the blog,” 
Torres wrote in 2017. “I wanted to get 
a larger conversation going on campus 
about these issues. Whether we agree or 
disagree, we are civilly engaging in these, 
at times, uncomfortable topics.”
She continued that conversation again in 
2019, with a journalistic take on a similar 
topic in the Griffin Roar, Fontbonne’s 
student newspaper. In each case, she 
wrote with compassion and care for 
her fellow students and the university 
community. “I want future students 
of color to feel like they have a bigger 
platform to discuss issues they are facing 
at Fontbonne,” she wrote. 
A communication major, Torres is in the 
process of developing a second major in 
diversity and equity studies, a course of 
study both practical and theoretical that 
will put her on track to reach her goal 
of working for a college or university in 
student affairs. She credits her mentors in 
Fontbonne’s department of student affairs 
with helping her find her way.  
“I want to be remembered for the work 
that I do,” said Torres. “I try to take care 
of students and be kind to them.” 
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DR. BEN MOORE, associate 
professor of English and 
director of the Bosnia Memory 
Project, conducted training 
sessions this spring with members 
of the St. Louis Metropolitan 
Police Department on working 
productively with St. Louis’ 
Bosnian community. 
faculty NOTES
DR. ZAHID ANWAR has been granted 
promotion to associate professor of 
cybersecurity. This spring, he appeared 
twice as a guest on FOX 2 News in  
St. Louis. Anwar recently conducted 
cross-disciplinary research in 
cybersecurity and machine learning, 
with two articles published in Future 
Generation Computer Systems and 
one in IEEE Access. His predictions for 
top online security risks for 2019 were 
featured by Digital Guardian.
LAURA BEAVER, assistant 
professor of social work, traveled 
to St. Vincent and the Grenadines in 
the Caribbean as a guest of Bishop 
Gerard County to assess the creation 
of an international cultural immersion, 
educational and social service 
experience between Fontbonne 
University, the local Catholic Diocese of 
Kingstown and people of the island. The 
trip resulted in the development of the 
Dear Neighbor project, which will partner 
Fontbonne’s social work students with 
the teachers and principal at a local 
Catholic school.
ANTHONY BORCHARDT ’00 ’01 ’02, 
assistant professor and director, 
Fontbonne Fine Arts Gallery, 
moderated a panel at the March 2019 
National Council on Education for the 
Ceramic Arts in Minneapolis titled 
“Art Fair Warriors,” which was filled to 
capacity with more than 500 students 
and educators. 
DR. JESSICA BLAXTON, assistant 
professor of psychology, gave a 
talk at the Midwestern Psychological 
Association Conference titled “Situating 
Emotional Complexity in a Context of 
Stress and Age” in Chicago in April 2019.  
DR. JAMIE DAUGHERTY, associate 
professor of dietetics, presented 
her doctoral research, “Students’ 
Understanding of Food Insecurity 
and Campus Food Use,” at the 
Continuums of Service Conference 
hosted by Campus Compact in  
San Diego in March 2019. Daugherty has 
been named as a site reviewer for the 
Accreditation Council for Education in 
Nutrition and Dietetics, as well as  
the webinar continuing education 
coordinator for the Food and  
Culinary Professionals member  
interest group.  
DR. DENA FRENCH, assistant 
professor of dietetics, has been named 
site reviewer for the Accreditation Council 
for Education in Nutrition and Dietetics. 
She also serves on the nominating 
committee for the St. Louis Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics. 
DR. SARAH HUISMAN has been 
granted promotion to full professor in 
the department of education and special 
education. 
DR. DEANNA JENT, professor and co-
chair, department of fine arts, will direct 
her adaption of “Pride and Prejudice” 
at the Illinois Shakespeare Festival in 
Bloomington-Normal, Illinois, in July 2019. 
DR. KELLY LANE-DEGRAAF, assistant 
professor of biology, accepted a 
nomination to become a Biodiversity 
Fellow of the Living Earth Consortium at 
Washington University in St. Louis. 
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DR. ANGELA LILJEQUIST, associate 
professor and chair, department of 
fashion merchandising, has been 
granted tenure.   
DR. BRIAN MATZ, associate 
professor and CSJ Endowed Chair 
in Catholic Thought, was awarded the 
Resident Research Fellowship by the 
Carl C.F. Henry Center for Theological 
Understanding at Trinity International 
University for the Fall 2019 semester. 
This fellowship advances research 
programs with an interdisciplinary interest 
in theology, philosophy and the natural 
sciences that bring new insights into the 
doctrine of creation.  
DR. JASNA MEYER, instructor of 
communication, and her mother and  
co-author, Nasja Boskovic Meyer, who has 
taught Croatian and Bosnian language at 
Fontbonne, have published an updated 
edition of their bestselling, two-volume 
book “Croatia: The Country & the 
Language / Hrvatska: Zemlja i Jezik.” 
NICK MORAMARCO, instructor of 
music, hosted the Archdiocesan High 
School Music Festival at Fontbonne 
University. During its first time at the 
university, the festival brought about  
275 students and their teachers to 
campus for a full day of performances 
and workshops. 
DR. BETH NEWTON, professor, 
retired in May 2019 after 40 years of 
dedicated service to the department 
of mathematics and computer science. 
In addition to other service to the 
university, Newton served as chair of 
the department from 1991 – 2009, 
overseeing a large expansion of faculty 
and coursework.   
DR. LAURA O’HARA ’03 ’05 
was granted tenure and promotion to 
associate professor of speech-language 
pathology.   
DR. STEPHENIE PAINE-SAUNDERS 
has been granted promotion to full 
professor of biology. 
DR. JENNA VOSS, assistant professor 
and director, deaf education, presented 
multiple research projects during poster 
sessions at the 45th annual conference 
of the Association of College Educators 
of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing in Chicago in 
February 2019. She also presented her 
research during a poster session at the 
Early Hearing Detection and Identification 
Conference in Chicago in March and at 
Duke University Medical Center Division 
of Speech-Language Pathology & 
Audiology in April.
DR. JOHN WHICKER, assistant 
professor of English and 
communication, was elected  
co-coordinator of the Writing about 
Writing Development Group of the 
Conference on College Composition 
and Communication.
DR. KASI WILLIAMSON, assistant 
professor of communication, 
presented her paper “Resisting anti-Black 
violence: Woody Guthrie’s post-war 
songs for social justice” at a University 
of Memphis conference titled “Balancing 
the Mix: A Conference on Popular Music 
and Social Justice” in March 2019.
DR. LAUREN WRIGHT-JONES ’10 
’13, director of clinical education in 
the department of communication 
disorders and deaf education, 
successfully defended her dissertation in 
April 2019.
DR. YI YANG, assistant professor, 
director of cybersecurity, co-wrote 
“An Adaptive Spray and Wait Routing 
Algorithm Based on Quality of Node in 
Delay Tolerant Network,” published in the 
journal IEEE Access in March 2019. In 
April 2019, she presented “Cybersecurity 
Career 101 for Girls: What You Need 
to Know” at a career day at Ursuline 
Academy in St. Louis. 
faculty NOTES
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2000s
Brian Schellman ’02 was promoted to lieutenant by the 
Oakville Police Department, which he has served since 2003. 
Actor Andrea Purnell ’03 has been selected to emcee the  
St. Louis Arts Awards on Jan. 27, 2020. She serves on the Regional 
Arts Commission, Florissant’s Disability Awareness Commission 
and the Fontbonne University Council of Regents. 
Jenna Grush Neal ’07 ’15 and her husband, Michael, 
welcomed their first born child, Eleanor Grace, on Oct. 28, 2018.  
Neal works for Big Brothers and Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri.  
Nafeesah Lester ’08, a long-time educator with St. Louis 
Public Schools, is also an entrepreneur and the owner of I AM 
Fashion & Accessories, LLC. She credits her business success to 
a faith-based background, believing in herself, reaching toward 
her goals and being a blessing to others along her journey. She 
recently began a scholarship for St. Louis Public School students 
called the “I AM Who God Says I AM” Scholarship Fund, 
benefitting alternative and behaviorally challenged students. 
2010s
David Dickerson ’11 was named 2019 Teacher of the Year at 
Confluence Academy in St. Louis. 
Leslie Doyle ’13 was named inaugural chief inclusion officer  
at Rockhurst University in Kansas City, Missouri. She formerly  
served as director of service, diversity and social justice at 
Fontbonne University. 
Alisa Saddler ’14 is a creative painter and designer from 
the St. Louis area. She currently works for Sunnyhill, Inc., which 
gives opportunities to children with developmental disabilities. 
Recently inspired by the story of a young boy, she wrote the 
children’s book, “My Daddy’s Heart Belongs to Meeee!” The 
book tells the story of a son’s love for his father with congestive 
heart failure.
Julia Gust ’15 ’17 recently married Bradley Kelley. She is a 
speech-language pathologist in the Wentzville School District  
and The Westchester House in St. Charles County, Missouri.  
The couple plans to reside in New Melle, Missouri.
class NOTES
Leslie Marecek Thomas ’07 and Jim Thomas ’06 
’08, proudly announce the birth of their third daughter, 
Emily Rose, born Jan. 25, 2019. She joins big sisters 
Molly and Natalie. The family resides in Sunset Hills, MO. 
Alice Bell ’10 and her husband of 50 years, Floyd, were 
honored at a 50th anniversary party hosted by their 12 
children. Bell serves on the Fontbonne Alumni Board. 
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The second annual Fontbonne Prom brought together more 
than 450 individuals and companies to raise over $610,000 
— surpassing our fundraising goal and benefitting Fontbonne 
University and the Fontbonne Promise Scholarship. Thank you 
to those who attended, supported and volunteered during this 
exceptional event, which allows us to help our students discover 
their gifts and fulfill their dreams. 
in MEMORY
Rosemary Kennedy Noonan ’45 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
February 3, 2019 
Marie Buford, CSJ ’46 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
January 31, 2019 
Patricia Wolf Albers ’47 
of Prairie Village, Kansas 
December 13, 2018 
Nancy Schatzman Sackbauer ’47 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
March 13, 2019 
Mary Kist Guempel ’49 
of Chesterfield, Missouri 
December 19, 2018 
Nancy Lanza Johnson ’50 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
December 25, 2018 
Joan Stagoski Schmidt ’51 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
December 17, 2018 
Jacquelyn Greener Puetz ’51 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
April 20, 2019 
Kathleen Byrnes Meehan ’57 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
March 3, 2019 
June Ewers ’58 
of Florissant, Missouri 
February 19, 2019 
Marianne Dwyer, CSJ ’66 
of Saint Louis, Missouri 
March 3, 2019 
Margaret Porcelli ’72 
of Kansas City, Missouri 
February 14, 2019 
Ruth Snyders Orto ’85 
of Tampa, Florida 
December 18, 2018 
John Rogoz III ’92 
of Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
December 22, 2019 
Fontbonne’s Purple Reign
View additional photos, watch videos and more at fontbonne.edu/prom. 
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Mark your calendars for 2019 
Homecoming: Reunion and Family 
Weekend  
Join us for featured events and 
activities as we welcome you back 
to campus! 
 October 4 – 6, 2019.
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